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Topics Philosophy 


Jean-Loick Michaux (called JLo by friends) has been looking for his life purpose by experiencing, 
traveling, learning, trying new things and not being afraid to fail. After a successful marketing 
agency and trading company in 2012, he realized that it wasn’t going to make him happy even 
though interesting financially. After volunteering in Capetown in 2010, he knew he always wanted 
to make an impact and took the opportunity of being “lost' to listen to his parents advice and go 
back to study. His Master’s in social entrepreneurship in Silicon Valley was the genesis and 
epiphany of the life he is building now working on Simba Education and the new philosophy, 
Serendipia. 
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by Patrick Daniel 


Topics Philosophy 


David Roberts is regarded as one of the world's top experts on disruptive innovation and 
exponentially advancing technology. His passion is to help transform the lives of a billion suffering 
people in the world through disruptive innovation. David served as Vice President of Singularity 
University and two-time Director (and alum) of the Global Solutions Program. He is an award 
winning CEO and serial entrepreneur, and has started ventures backed with over $100 million of 
investment from Kleiner Perkins, Vinod Khosla, Cisco, Oracle, Accenture, In-Q-Tel, and others. He 
is the recipient of numerous awards and medals and has led the development of some of the most 
complex, state-of-the art systems ever built, to include satellites, drones, and fusion centers. He 
also worked as an Investment Banker in the Mergers & Acquisitions Group at Goldman Sachs 
Headquarters. He received his B.S. in Computer Science & Engineering from M.l.T. was a 
Distinguished Graduate, and majored in Artificial Intelligence and Bio-Computer Engineering. He 
holds an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School. David is Chairman at HaloDrop, a revolutionary 
global drone services company, Chairman at iQBit the world’s first software company for quantum 
computers, and is a formal adviser to Made-In-Space, responsible for manufacturing the first 
object in Space with a 3D printer on the Space Station. Harvard, Stanford, and Berkeley’s Business 
schools have all written and taught case studies on David's leadership, management, and decision 
making. He has been featured on the cover of the Wall Street Journal, and in USA Today, Fortune 
Magazine, The New York Times, Business Week, CNN, and dozens of others. His startups have 
received many awards to include Internet World’s Net Rising Stars, Red Herring’s Catch, top 50 
Private Companies in the World, Red Herring Top 100 Private Companies in the World, USA 
Today's Tech Reviews Best Picks, Internet Outlook’s Investors Choice Award, Enterprise Outlook 
Investors Choice, Best of the Web from PC World, and Apple Computer’s Premier Systems 
Integrator Award. His fascination with technology began In fourth grade after building a hovering 
electric drone, to carry his younger sister to the bus stop, powered by what was formerly his 
mother's vacuum cleaner, and fortunately limited by the length of an electric power cord. 
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The second lecture given on April 1 , 2009 by Werner Callebaut of the Konrad Lorenz Institute for 
Evolution and Cognition Research, Austria; given to the Redwood Center for Theoretical 
Neuroscience, UC Berkeley. 

Abstract. 

The Modern Synthesis has been hailed as a historical event that appeared to fulfill a project at least 
as deep as the Enlightenment project (or even deeper still) of unifying the branches of knowledge 
(Betty Smocovitis). What, in comparison, could or should an Extended Synthesis in an allegedly 
postmodern age look like? I introduce the discussion by calling attention to the rhetoric of 
unification. In then look back at the Modern Synthesis what it was (not), which disagreements it 
generated ? to document its remarkable resilience. I go on considering the fate of the positivist 
"unity of science" program, which, somewhat paradoxically, resulted in the current "anti- 
reductionist consensus" in the philosophy of biology. I also probe the form unification by synthesis 
can take on in a post-positivist framework, consider the recent turn in favor of disunity, and 
advocate a balanced, dialectical view. By way of conclusion, I reconsider the issue of the 
autonomy of biology in light of the trend toward the physical ization of biological disciplines such as 
systems biology. 
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